
LEWES PRIORY SCHOOL MEMORIAL CHAPEL FUND
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2018

January 1st  2018 - December 31st. 2018

       WEBSITE  https://lewesprioryschoolmemorialchapeltrust.org

2018 has been another good year for the Chapel and the people who use it. 
The chapel is still in use by Priory School pupils almost every day for assemblies, music, drama and as a 
quiet examination room. There is a House Assembly in the Chapel at the start of every afternoon for a 
different House and the pupils are all aware of the history of the chapel and of the reason it was built..
Having seen these Assemblies the Chapel Trustees are all impressed both with the behaviour of the pupils 
and the preparation put in by their teachers.

The following activities have involved Chapel Trustees this year.
1) THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  March 7th 2018
It was a great pleasure to welcome David Arnold to his first meeting as a member of the Trustees. David is 
our first Trustee from our  sister school in Mountfield Road. When Lewes entered the comprehensive 
education system Priory school took pupils from both the Grammar School and the Secondary Modern 
School. Its main site is the site of the Secondary Modern School and we have been looking for a Trustee 
who knows more of the history of that school, but in David we found someone special. Not only does he 
link the schools but he has a profound knowledge of Lewes History and he has used that knowledge, and his
skills as an author, to research and write a scholarly and interesting book on the story of the 55 young men 
whose names are on the war memorial in the School Chapel.
The Trustees are grateful to David Carter for introducing us to David Arnold, his friend since School days 
at the Pells Pimary School,  and for planting the seed of the book in David Arnold's mind.
It was also a great pleasure to welcome John Griffiths, the Chairman of Priory School Governors, to our 
AGM. The school governors are very supportive of the aims of the Chapel Trust.
The full minutes of the meeting will be available on the Chapel Website and some of the matters discussed 
are expanded in the notes below.

2) THE FIFTY FIVE - A STORY SET IN STONE
The title sets the scene. The names of the fifty five pupils of Lewes County Grammar School who lost their 
lives in WW2 are engraved on a stone plaque which is itself set into the masonry of the chapel that was 
built in their honour.
After many months of researching archives, delving into historical records, personal interviews with 
relatives and negotiating with printers David Arnold was able to launch the book at a meeting of the Lewes 
History Society on March 12th 2018. So successful was that meeting that not only were 65 copies sold on 
the night but Lewes History Society kindly donated an additional £100 toward the work of the Chapel 
Trust.
In producing this book David was helped with the researching of war records by Alan Pett, and helped in 
the layout of the book by Bob Mayston. Alan and David have since promoted the book at Ringmer History 



Group and Lewes Rotary Club meetings, and through David's Column in the Sussex Express. As a result 
there are now only about 30 copies left. They can be ordered from David Arnold for £22 including postage 
at email address david.arnold@me.com . I guarantee that you will find it a fascinating book to read, albeit a 
rather sad story in places.
It is also possible to order the book and pay by paypal via the Chapel Website.

3) ORGAN SCHOLARS
I am pleased to report that our three organ scholars are all becoming excellent organists. Although we have 
always stated that our main aim was for them to enjoy learning the instrument rather than pass exams I am 
pleased to say that they have done very well in their organ exams too and all are aiming for grade 4, 5 or 6 
now.  Our scholars have also played at the Remembrance Service and in the Christmas concert as well as in 
local churches. One of our scholars chose to arrange his work experience in the organ section of Chichester 
Cathedral and is now considering a full time career as an organist.  Unfortunately the most recent candidate 
declined the scholarship he was offered and although we were very grateful for his honesty in letting us 
know that his heart wasn't in it we were sorry to lose him. However another beginner is rapidly improving 
and is being considered for a scholarship at our next AGM.
The trustees are extremely grateful to the organ tutor, Anthony Wilson, for giving our scholars the 
encouragement to aim high and for holding their enthusiasm right through the 3 year scholasrship.

4) CHAPEL PRIZES
The Chapel Trustees know that we must keep the Chapel relevant to current Priory School pupils if we 
wish them to step up to the mark as Trustees and look after the chapel in the future. One way we are doing 
that is by offering small prizes to current pupils both for academic, sporting and social achievements. Each 
prize is known as a Chapel Prize and we hope this will give the pupils who receive these prizes a warmth 
towards the chapel.
We received this note from the head of PE at Priory School 
".Thank you again for the generous donation given for our Sports Award evening, I know the students who 
received the awards were extremely honoured, and parents also contacted me separately too. The awards 
given were for Outstanding contribution to sport at Priory for both boys and girls and for Priory’s future 
sport star (the boy was for Hockey and the girl was for Judo), they received a trophy which was engraved 
with ‘In memory of the 55’ and Intersport vouchers which the students used to buy either sporting 
equipment or clothing to use for their sport"
And this note about the Academic and Social Awards
At the Key stage 3 Awards evening on Wednesday 11 July 2018 students from years 7,8 and 9 were 
nominated for each of the 20 subjects. All nominees received a certificate with the winners of the 
categories also receiving a star from their house which they can wear on their blazers.  The Edgar Povey 
Trophy for Integrity and Honour was presented to a year 9 student.  All trophies are now on display in the 
cabinet in Reception. Thank you to all your generous trustees for their continued support.

5) JUNIOR CHAPEL TRUSTEES
The Junior Chapel Trustees are a wonderful group of Priory Students who keep a watchful eye on the 
chapel in a way in which we cannot. They are both onside and onsite. 
This year they organised the recording some of the current Trustees concerning  their memories of their 
school days. It is hoped that the recording will provide a historical record of the memories of those who 
were there while the Chapel was being built and of their memories of school life in the 1950s and 1960s.
The junior trustees also designed the logo we now use on Chapel correspondence and which is at the top of 
this report.
Furthermore they were excellent ambassadors at both the Heritage Open Day event, and at the Book Launch
where they sold copies of the book under the guidance of Paul Holt, and in helping with recruiting and 
interviewing the prospective candidates to become the next generation of junior trustees.
Next year the Trustees are planning to raise the chapel profile on social medias by creating a facebook page 
for the Chapel.



6) THE CHAPEL BELL
This is a topic that has exercised the Chapel Trustees considerably this year. The bell has not been able to 
be rung for some years. Something has clearly seized up high above our heads and since the only access is 
by scaffolding we have been unable to examine it. We have received a quote from an established company 
of Bell-Hangers for between £6000 and £8000 to remove the 3 cwt bell, replace the wooden supports with 
stainless steel and replace all the pivot mechanisms etc before re-hanging the bell.  
We are committed to restoring the bell, and we have already received some donations towards the work, 
but as the price quoted was based purely on observations made from ground level,  it has been decided to 
look into the possibility of a more thorough survey at bell level before deciding how to proceed.
Safety is of course at the forefront of any decision that we make.

7) REMEMBRANCE DAY
More OLs and friends attended the Remembrance Service than ever before and once again the presence of 
the Junior Chapel Trustees at the Remembrance Service made us proud to be associated with Priory School. 
To get so many volunteers to turn up at 10am on a Sunday and behave so impeccably can only happen 
when the pupils at a school have been instilled with confidence, an understanding of remembrance and a 
sense of duty.
Both the organist and the bugler were current pupils at the school and of an age to add pathos to the loss of 
so many youngsters from our school. They both played brilliantly. But perhaps most of all we were 
impressed by the student chapel trustees who added a poppy to the wreath as each name of the 55 was read. 
They were dignified and respectful throughout.
Needless to say the Remembrance Service relies on careful planning and organising over many months and 
for that we were grateful for the care and time put in by Ray Henning who masterminded the entire 
preparation.

8) PRIORY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Several of the Chapel trustees were able to attend the Annual Christmas concert. We were entertained by 
some beautiful singing, a wonderful violinist, flute and clarinet quartets and a violin ensemble.
Notably we were also entertained by all of our organ scholars and also by an up and coming potential 
scholar. Each of them played a short solo piece. John Creasey, who pays for the lessons of the first girl to be
awarded a scholarship, was able to attend the concert and hear his scholar playing.

9) HERITAGE DAY

10)  FINANCE
The Chapel Trustees have been grateful for considerable financial support over the course of the year.
All income is spent on Chapel projects. None of the trustees receive any payment for their work. It is this 
financial support from past pupils that is allowing us to look at financing the re-hanging of the bell and 
paying for staging in the chapel for choirs and drama. If you would like to make a donation, either as a one 
off gift or as a standing order, or remember the school chapel in your will, please contact the treasurer for 
details

Paul Hayler, Treasurer to the Chapel Trustees
Telephone 01923 232185 or email patandpaul.hayler@ntlworld.com


